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œ œ œ œ ˙
Af ter you've gone

œ œ œ œ ˙
Af ter you've goneœœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

Fmaj7

Original
melody

Rhythmic 
variation

‰ Jœ œ œ Jœ .œ
and left me cry ing

‰ Jœ œ œ œ Jœ .œ
3

and left me cry ingœœœœb œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

Bb7

œ œ œ œ ˙
Af ter you've gone

‰ jœ œ œ ˙
Af ter you've goneœœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

Cmaj7

- - -

- - -
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‰ jœ œ œ Jœ .œ
there's no de ny ing

jœ œ jœ œ œ
there's no de ny ingœœœœ# œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

A 7 jœ œ Jœ ˙
You'll feel blue,

‰ jœ œ œ ˙
You'll feel blue,œœœœn# œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

D 7 jœ œ Jœ ˙
you'll feel sad,

‰ œ Jœ Jœ .œ
you'll feel sad,œœœœn œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

G 7

- -

- -
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Let's learn the great standard "After You've Gone," 
and explore ways to loosen up our melodic phrasing.
Listen to Bessie Smith's classic recording of this song to
get a feel for how it goes. She starts with the verse (not 
written here), so keep listening until you hear her sing this 
melody. On the video I explain the variation below and give
suggestions as to how you can start personalizing a song's phrasing.
 

Melodic interpretation and variation (Part 1)   

Lesson by Ron Drotos

Personalizing a song melody's rhythm

"After You've Gone"
Words by Henry Creamer 
Music by Turner Layton
(Public Domain - 1918)
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‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
You'll miss the dear est pal you've

‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ3

You'll miss the dear est pal you'veœœœœ Œ Ó

C 6

Jœ œ jœ .œ jœ#
ev er had.

œ œ œ œ œ#
ev er had.

Ó ‰ ....œœœœb

C 7

œ œ œ œ ˙
There'll come a time

œ œ œ œ ˙
3There'll come a timeœœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

Fmaj7

- -

- -
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‰ Jœ œ œ Jœ .œ
now don't for get it

Œ ! œ œ œ Jœ œ jœ
now don't for get it, There'llœœœœb œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

Bb7

œ œ œ œ ˙
There'll come a time,

œ œ œ œ ˙
come a time,œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

Cmaj7 ‰ jœ œ œ Jœ .œ
when you'll re gret it

jœ œ jœ Jœ .œ
when you'll re gret it,œœœœ# œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

A 7

- -

- -
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˙ ˙
Some day

Œ œ ˙
Some dayœœœœn œœœœ œœœœ#b œœœœ

D m7 A7(b9) œ œ# œ œ œ œ
when you'll grow lone ly

œ œ# œ œ œ œ
when you'll grow lone lyœœœœn œœœœ œœœœb œœœœ

D m7 Bb7 ‰ œ# œ œ œn œ# œ œ
Your heart will break like mine and

Œ ! œ# œ œ œn œ# œ œ
Your heart will break like mine andœœœœ œœœœ œœœœ# œœœœ#

Cmaj7 B m7 E7

- -

- -
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œ œ# œ œ œ œ
you'll want me on ly

œ œ# œ œ œ œ
you'll want me on lyœœœœn œœœœ œœœœ# œœœœ

A m7 D 7

œ œ œ œ ˙
Af ter you've gone,

‰ jœ œ œ œ ˙3

Af ter you've gone,œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

Cmaj7 A m7

- - -

- - -
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‰ œ œ œ œ œ
af ter you've gone a

œ œ œ œ Jœ œ Jœ
af ter you've gone a way.œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

D m7 G 7 w
way.

w
œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

Cmaj7 w

w
œœœœb œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ

G m7 C 7 )(

- -

- -
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